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The U.S. position on the'cessation of the bombardment of 
North Viet-Nam was set forth in President Johnson’s 
September 29, 1967 speech in San Antonio. As the President 

said: 


"The U.S. is willing to stop all aerial and naval 
bombardment of North Viet-Nam when this will lead promptly 
to productive discussions. We,, of course, assume that 
while discussions proceed. North Viet-Nam would not take 
advantage of the bombing cessation or limitation. 

. • 

The U. S. is not assuming that North Vietnam will 
cease its support to its forces in the South. On the 
contrary, as Secretary of Defense designate Clark Clifford 
testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, we 
assume that until a cease-fire is agreed on, Hano 
continue to transport .the normal amount of goods, men 

and munitions. 

' In setting forth its assumption, the U.S. is not setting 
a condition, but attempting to make clear to North Vietnam 
that any cessation of U. S. bombing followed by actions by 
Hanoi taking advantage of the cessation* (such as an in¬ 
crease by Hanoi of its infiltration of men and supplies 
or attacks in the area of the DMZ) would constitute such 
bad faith on Hanoi's part as to make continued U. S. 
forebearance impossible. If Hanoi, by taking advantage, fore 
the U. S. to resume bombing the possibilities of a nego¬ 
tiated solution would drastically recede. Under such cir- 
cumstances calls for intensified U. S. military action would 
increase and the possibility of another halt in the bombing 
would be low. The U. S. is trying to ascertain whether 
Hanoi appreciates this vital fact and fully understands the 
importance the U. S. attaches to the no-advantage assumption. 
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At San Antonio the President, in addition to setting 
forth his assumption, stated his readiness to stop the 
bombing when such action would lead "promptly to 
productive discussions." "Productive discussions" are serious 
exchanges in which either side will be able to put forward for 
full consideration in good faith its position on any matter. 

Prompt of course refers to a willingness by Hanoi to 

begin discussions with the U. S. immediately after cessation 
of bombing. 


It is worth noting that Hanoi is unwilling to give a 

^V 6 ? 10 ? 86 t0 questions 38 to the length of time between 
a U. S. bombing cessation and the beginning of talks. If 
Hanoi were serious in desiring talks then surely its 

response would have been one of unequivocal readiness to 
begin immediately. . 


The U. S. evaluation of Hanoi's current position takes 
toto account Hanoi's actions as well as its words. The un¬ 
precedented offensive against most of South Viet-Nam's urban 
centers, which Hanoi treacherously launched in the midst 
of the traditional Tet holidays, causing widespread 
civilian casualties and suffering, was made notwithstanding 
the fact that we were still exploring with Hanoi its 
position through diplomatic channels, and that we had 
exercised restraint in bombing targets in the Immediate 
vicinity of Hanoi and Haiphong. In this context, we 
cannot but weigh Hanoi's words with great skepticism 
and caution. These actions carry a harsh political message: 


The u . S. favors every effort to obtain clarification 
of Hanoi s position. We shall continue to evaluate all 
information and to pursue every possible avenue which 
promises to bring us closer to the resolution of this 
conflict through serious negotiations. 
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